
VILLAGE OF LAKEWOOD 
MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

JUNE 27, 2017 
 

The Village Board Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at RedTail Golf Club by President 
Serwatka.  Present were Trustees McMahon, Odom, Rexroat, Ritchie, and Stephan.  Trustee 
Davis was absent.  Also present were Deputy Village Manager Shannon Andrews; Village Clerk 
Janice Hansen; Village Attorney Michael Smoron; and many members of the public. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Steven Gough 7050 Longmore commented that the American Flag 
should be positioned at the right of the Village President. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:   The following were considered and enacted on a single motion by 
Trustee McMahon, seconded by Trustee Stephan: 
 
 APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:  Accounts Payable Invoices Dated June 28, 2017 in 
 the Amount of $107,963.20 
 
 APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:  None 
 
 APPROVAL OF A LAKE EVENT PERMIT FOR THE CITY OF CRYSTAL  
 LAKE FIREWORKS SHOW ON SUNDAY, JULY 2, 2017 
 
Voting Aye:  Trustees McMahon, Odom, Rexroat, Ritchie, and Stephan.  Voting Nay:  None.  
Absent:  Trustee Davis.  Motion declared carried. 
 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  June 13, 2017 Regular Village Board Meeting.  Trustee Stephan 
asked that the following statement be added to the minutes when discussing Ordinance No. 
2017-18 – An Ordinance Dissolving the Special Tax Allocation Fund for the Redevelopment 
Project Area and Terminating the Designation of the Redevelopment Project Area as a 
Redevelopment Project Area.  “Based on the report reviewed with management, President 
Serwatka and Trustee Stephan understood that the best case development could not service the 
debt service on the basic water and sewer extension.  Deputy Village Manager Shannon Andrews 
commented that having big development would help offset the debt service, without the 
development, the residents would have to pay for utility extensions.” 
 
Trustee Stephan, seconded by Trustee Ritchie, moved to approve the June 13, 2017 Regular 
Board Meeting Minutes as amended.   Voting Aye:  Trustees McMahon, Odom, Rexroat, 
Ritchie, and Stephan.  Voting Nay:  None.  Absent:  Trustee Davis.  Motion declared carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE 2017-21 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTERS 3 
AND 4 OF THE LAKEWOOD MUNCIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO THE 
APPOINTMENT AND SUPERVISION OF THE POLICE CHIEF:   
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Trustee McMahon commented on managerial form of government which gives the Village 
Manager authorization to hire, supervise, and/or terminate the Chief of Police.  Attorney Michael 
Smoron stated that managerial form of government is created by referendum.  This makes the 
Chief of Police position less political.  Trustee McMahon continued to highlight three forms of 
government; commission, managerial and strong mayoral.  After much discussion, Trustee 
Ritchie suggested that staff check the Village’s municipal status to clarify it’s form of 
government which can be discussed at a later date. 
 
Trustee Stephan, seconded by Ritchie moved to approve Ordinance 2017-21.  Voting Aye:  
Trustees Odom, Rexroat, Ritchie, and Stephan.  Voting Nay:  Trustee McMahon.  Absent:  
Trustee Davis.  Motion declared carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE APPOINTMENT OF MICHAEL ROTH TO CHIEF OF POLICE 
BEGINNING JULY 5, 2017 AT AN ANNUAL SALARY OF $72,000:  President Serwatka 
highlighted Michael Roth’s accomplishments, high standards, and respect within the Police 
communities.   
 
Trustee McMahon cited be believes the Village has a managerial form of government and the 
approval of this hire should be established by the Village Manager with the approval of the 
Village Board.   He has no issue with Officer Roth’s credentials, actually has much respect for 
this individual.   
 
Trustee Stephan commented that Officer Roth will be a great asset as Police Chief for the 
Village. 
 
Trustee Stephan, seconded by Trustee Ritchie, moved to approve the Appointment of Michael 
Roth to Chief of Police beginning July 5, 2017 at an Annual Salary of $72,000.  Voting Aye:  
Trustees Odom, Rexroat, Ritchie, and Stephan.  Voting Nay:  Trustee McMahon.  Absent:  
Trustee Davis.  Motion declared carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF A CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH JULIE HEATHER 
MEISTER FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES SUPPORTING THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
OPERATIONS WITHIN THE VILLAGE OF LAKEWOOD:  President Serwatka 
commented that this Agreement is for the scope of work to support the administrative operations 
of the Village at the direction and under the supervision of the Village President.  Areas of focus 
will include financial, managerial, and administrative projects.  Contract begins on June 28, 2017 
at an hourly rate of $75.  These consulting services will be beneficial to assist with clarifying 
open positions within the Village and streamline Village positions and functions.   
 
Trustee McMahon inquired if this position was posted or put out to bid and if the contents of the 
Agreement are valid.   Attorney Smoron replied that the Village has a right to hire a contractor 
without going to bid and it is a temporary position.  Trustee McMahon asked how the Village  
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will pay for this agreement.  There are funds available from the budgeted Finance Director’s 
salary. 
 
Trustee Stephan commented that Ms. Meister has a great resume, lives within the Village, and 
has a vested interest for staff successes. 
 
Gene Furey of 7012 Inverway commented that he was the Village Treasurer for many years.   
Finance Director performs day to day financial functions.   The Treasurer oversees financial 
policies, bond council, and infrastructure decisions.    
 
Trustee Stephan, seconded by Trustee Ritchie, moved to approve a Consulting Services 
Agreement with Julie Heather Meister for professional services supporting the administrative 
operations within the Village of Lakewood for a four week period.  Voting Aye: Trustees Odom, 
Rexroat, Ritchie, and Stephan.  Voting Nay: None.  Abstain:  Trustee McMahon.  Absent: 
Trustee Davis.  Motion declared carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2017-R22 – STATE OF ILLINOIS JOINT AND 
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM PARTICIPATION RESOLUTION:  The 
State of Illinois joint purchasing program was established by statute to provide local 
governments with the opportunity to take advantage of cooperative purchasing.  Savings from 
this program depends largely upon what is being purchased and the quantities.  Participation in 
the program is voluntary and free.   
 
Trustee Ritchie, seconded by Trustee McMahon, moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-R22.  
Voting Aye:  Trustees McMahon, Odom, Rexroat, Ritchie, and Stephan.  Voting Nay:  None.  
Absent:  Trustee Davis.  Motion declared carried. 
 
APPROVAL  OF ORDINANCE NO. 2017-23 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 
2.4 OF THE LAKEWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE SETTING FORTH PROVISIONS FOR 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE ILLINOIS FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT AND 
OPEN MEETINGS ACT:  Deputy Village Manager Shannon Andrews commented that the 
Open Meetings Act and the Freedom of Information Act  requires every public body to designate 
employees, officers or members to receive training on compliance with OMA and FOIA.   The 
OMA and FOIA officer must successfully complete this electronic training curriculum within 30 
days after assuming the position, and again each year that he or she continues to serve.  Village 
Clerk Janice Hansen has previously served as the Village’s OMA Designee and FOIA Officer.  
This Ordinance formally designates the Village Clerk to continue serving in that capacity.   
 
Trustee Stephan, seconded by Trustee Rexroat, moved to approve Ordinance No. 2017-23.  
Voting Aye:  Trustees McMahon, Odom, Rexroat, Ritchie, and Stephan.  Voting Nay:  None.  
Absent:  Trustee Davis.    Motion declared carried. 
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REPORTS:  Trustee McMahon commented on a phone call from Sportsplex director Lou 
Tenore.  
 
Trustee McMahon requested a copy of the Police Department proposed duties and structure.  
 
With nothing further to discuss, Trustee Rexroat, seconded by Trustee Ritchie, moved to adjourn 
the meeting.  Voting Aye:  Trustees McMahon, Odom, Rexroat, Ritchie, and Stephan.  Voting 
Nay: None. Absent:  Trustee Davis.   Motion declared carried.  The meeting adjourned at         
8:29 p.m.   
 
 
 
Janice S. Hansen 
Village Clerk 
 
 
 
Approved:___________________________________   Dated:  July 11, 2017 
 
 


